APPENDICES                                             589

Indian, not belonging to the Cape, has endeavoured to migrate to that Pro-
vince as there is no scope for them there. In view of all these facts the Gov-
ernment cannot conceive that the Indian community now wishes to make a
grievance of the fact that provincial boundaries have been maintained in the
new law, and General Smuts trusts that the position created by that law
will be accepted. You will be aware also that the point was fully discussed
in Parliament last Session and the very strongest exception was taken by
members representing constituencies in the Cape Province to any proposals for
allowing non-educated Natal-born Indians to enter the Cape.

2.      Secondly, in regard to the position of the ex-indentured Indians under
the definition of "Domicile35 in the new Act, the Government takes the view
that the provisions of paragraph (f) of Section 5 of the Act would apply to
any such Indian who has resided under annual licence or pass in Natal for
three years or more after his indentures expire and who leaves the Province
with the intention of returning thereto, and that this view is not affected by the
definition of domicile in Section 30 of the Act.

3.      Thirdly, with regard to the question of the declaration required under
Chapter XXXIII of the Orange Free State Law Book General Smuts has no
difficulty and rather sees an advantage in notifying all educated Indians admit-
ted into South Africa of the disabilities that Indians are under in the Orange
Free State.  Steps will be taken to have these disabilities specified on the form
of declaration which is required under Section 19 of the Act.

4.      Fourthly, General Smuts is quite prepared when some suitable occasion
presents itself for dealing with the consolidation of the Marriage Laws of the
Union to make provision for the appointment of special Marriage Officers for
denominations other than Mahomedan, upon its being shewn that there is a
demand by the members of such denominations for such appointments and
that there are suitable persons in the different communities on whom the
appointments could be CDnferred.  The present practice of admitting one wife
of an Indian now entitled to reside in any Province or who may in future be
permitted to enter the Union, irrespective of the fact that his marriage to
such wife may have been solemnized according to tenets which recognize poly-
gamy or that she is one of several wives married abroad, will be continued so
long as she is his only wife in South Africa; but General Smuts regrets that it will
not be possible to go further and admit plural wives of Indians who are already

resident in South Africa.

Believe me,

Tours very tody,
E. M. GORGES

M. K. GANDHI, ESQ..,
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